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What’s on in June 

• Thursday 4th 
- Westbury shopping trip 
- Gardening Club monthly 

meeting 
7pm, Parish Hall 

• Monday 8th 
- Parish Council meeting 

7.30pm, Parish Hall 
• Tuesday 9th 

- WI meeting 
7.30pm, Parish Hall 

• Wednesday 10th 
- Village Afternoon Tea 

2.30pm, Parish Hall 
- Walking Group 

7pm, 3 Daggers car park 
• Thursday 11th 

- Devizes shopping trip 
Westbury shopping trip 

• Saturday 13th 
- Salisbury shopping trip 

• Tuesday 16th 
- Warminster shopping trip 

• Wednesday 17th 
- Village Volunteers Meet 

• Thursday 18th 
- Westbury shopping trip 
- Knitting Group 

7pm, Jackie Pike’s home 
• Friday 20th 

- Edington Arts Concert - 
The Jess Gillam Trio 
7.30pm, Priory Church 

EDINGTON VILLAGE NEWS 
What’s on | Notices | Parish Council & Other News | Village Event Reports | Noticeboard

New Village Website 
The new village website has been 
live now for a couple of months. As 
part of the move to a gov.uk domain 
we’ve also taken the opportunity to 
update the website by reorganising and updating much of 
the content. Still a work in progress in some areas, the main 
elements of the new website are in place. It’s at this link:

www.edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk  
The new website address means that the contact email for 
submitting notices and material for publication has also 
changed. Requests to the website (and this newsletter) can 
be submitted using the online form or sent to: 
webmaster@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk  
We’re still having a couple of teething problems with email 
addresses but the main parish council email address of 
contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk is definitely 
working if all else fails. 
If you are connected with a club or organisation, please do 
review your website entry and let me know if there are any 
changes you wish to make. 

Spotlight on Yoga with Marilyn 
Would you like to improve your strength, 
balance, flexibility and also your wellbeing? 
Then why not join Marilyn’s Yoga class in 
Edington Parish Hall on Friday mornings at 
10:30am to 11:30am. The sessions are very 
friendly and you go very much at your own 
pace. Marilyn guides you through the session and caters 
for young or old at all levels of ability from absolute 
beginners to those who are more practised in their 
downward dogs. 
Each session costs £10, and you will need to bring along a 
yoga mat to ease the effects of lying down or kneeling on 
the hard floor. For more information contact Marilyn on 
07941 095236 or email maryoc1951@hotmail.com.  
All are welcome! 

Email webmaster@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk, use the online form or contact Pauline at the Post Office (or 
on 01380 830013) to submit notices or news. 

No session on Friday 5th June

http://www.edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/content-request-form/
mailto:webmaster@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:maryoc1951@hotmail.com
mailto:webmaster@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/content-request-form/
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• Wednesday 24th 
- Walking Group 

10am, Coulston (location 
TBA) 

• Thursday 25th 
- Westbury shopping trip 

Weekly events 

• Monday 
Tai Chi - 8.15am - Playfield 
behind the Three Daggers 
Tai Chi - 11.00am - Parish 
Hall 

• Tuesday 
Let’s move dance fitness - 
10.00am - Parish Hall 
Coffee morning drop-in - 
10.30am - Three Daggers 
Bell ringing practice - 
7.00pm - Parish Church 

• Wednesday 
Tai Chi - 8.15am - Playfield 
behind the Three Daggers 

• Thursday 
• Friday 

Tai Chi - 8.15am - Playfield 
behind the Three Daggers 
Yoga with Marilyn - 
10.30am - Parish Hall 
Edington Brass Band - 
6.00pm - Parish Hall

Three Villages Minibus (TVM) 
Shopping Trips Schedule 

Shopping trips are open to all 
residents of our villages; we 
welcome  everyone, of any age. 
We will pick you up and return 
you to your door.  
Note that the Devizes trip has slipped a week because 
the minibus will be in for repair in the first week of June. 

Shopping Trips start at Edington 
All these journeys accept concessionary passes  

To book a seat contact Joy Fraser (01380 830426) 
The TVM is also available for villagers / groups to hire. 
Book through Pauline at the Post Office (or 01380 
830013), or use the website booking form here. 

Parish Council News 
The Parish Council met for the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting on 11th May at the Parish Hall. 

Annual Parish Council Meeting 

Councillors discussed and elected their representatives 
for the various responsibilities within the Parish Council. 
Emily Greening was re-elected as Chair, and Steve 
Forward as Vice-Chair. Roles, responsibilities and contact 
details for each councillor can be seen on the village 
website here. 

Casual Vacancy 

There is still a casual vacancy on the Parish Council and 
we welcome anyone who is interested in filling the 
vacancy. If you are interested, please contact our Chair, 
Emily Greening, on 07910 228383 or email 
contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Destination Date Start time

Devizes (£3.20) Thursday 11th June 9.00 am

Warminster (£2.80) Tuesday 16th June 1.25 pm

Westbury (£2.30) Every Thursday 1.20 pm

Salisbury (£5.00) Saturday 13th June 9.30 am

Notices & Forthcoming Events 

Village Afternoon Tea 
The monthly meal in June will be 
an early afternoon tea for £10 in aid 
of the Parish Hall, on Wednesday 
10th June at 2.30pm at the Parish 
Hall.  The TVM can do door-to-door 
pick-ups and drop-offs. Please 
book your place, and any pick-ups, 
with Pauline at the Post Office or on 
01380 830013 by Friday 5th June. 

https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/tvm-contact-form/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-members/
mailto:contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk


Issue 70 June 2026

3

Neighbourhood Plan  

The Neighbourhood Plan has been updated and is open 
for consultation comments. The revised plan can be 
found on the new website here, as can a form for any 
comments you want to submit here. Please do take the 
opportunity to have your say in what you think about the 
plan and future development in the village.  

Playfield 

We still await the decision from Wiltshire Council on the 
playfield land swap planning application for The Three 
Daggers. Separately, the playfield equipment was 
recently inspected and some playfield equipment repairs 
will be done to fix some routine wear-and-tear issues. 

Highway Matters / Footpaths / LHFIG 

We recently received a response from Wiltshire Council 
about our concerns regarding the Crossroads Farm 
junction. They do not support our request for STOP signs 
on the roads joining the main Edington-West Ashton 
road. Instead, they suggest that we ask the landowners of 
the fields around the junction to remove the hedges and 
install open fences for better visibility. We will ask the 
question of the land owners, but we do not think this is a 
particularly viable or cost-effective solution compared to 
our STOP-sign suggestion. We will continue to pursue 
the matter. Wiltshire Council at least concede that there is 
a persistent safety concern at the junction, largely due to 
driver behaviour in not giving way. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm 
on Monday 8th June in the Parish Hall. The public are 
welcome to attend meetings. Parish Council meeting 
Agendas and Minutes can be accessed at this link 
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-
meetings/. 

Battle of Ethandun Commemoration 
A committee is forming to take forward the idea of 
organising a celebration for the 1150th anniversary of the 
Battle of Ethandun in 2028. This defining battle shaped 
the course of English history, and our village, and so we 
hope to celebrate it in style with a programme of events, 
perhaps including a re-enactment, talks, music, 

Coffee Morning Drop-in 
Every Tuesday in the Three 
Daggers Pub, 10.30-1130 am. 
Transport can be arranged by 
calling Pauline (01380 830013) or 
Joy (01380 830426) 

Letters & Comments 

Village Fête - can you help? 

For many years, Andrew King 
has taken on the task of 
organising the Village Fête but 
has now decided to stand down 
due to other commitments. Can 
you help by taking on this role? 
It’s not too arduous, but without 
a volunteer, the fête won’t go 
ahead this year. Please email 
contact@edingtonwiltsparishco
uncil.gov.uk if you feel you can 
help.

mailto:contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/ENP-Draft-Revision-5-14-Apr-2026.pdf
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-consultation-comments-form/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-meetings/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-meetings/
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performances, craft displays and more. But these things don’t organise themselves, and so 
we are seeking volunteers to join the organising committee; please do consider joining in 
to help spread the load of planning and running the event. 
Areas that will need committee volunteers to provide their help will include: Publicity & 
Social Media; Finance & Grants; Infrastructure & Facilities (loos, car parking, stalls etc), Event 
Programme; Participant Liaison (re-enactment groups, blue-light services etc); and a 
committee Chair to coordinate it all. 
Two years to go might seem a long time but we need to start making plans soon in order to 
establish the event. Please contact us at contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk if you 
would be willing to spare some time to help. 

Edington Best Kept Village Competition entry  
Edington has again entered the CPRE’s Best Kept Village Competition. 
Judging is taking place until mid-June.  
We can all do our part by making sure that there is no litter, and that  
everywhere looks clean and tidy and is well maintained. Suzanne 
Wickham is coordinating our entry so please do let her know if you see 
anything that needs attention that you cannot deal with. We are so lucky 
to live in such a great village, lets show it at its best to the Judges. See the 
poster in the Noticeboard section at the end of the newsletter for more 
information. Suzanne Wickham can be contacted on 07967 213336.  

WI Report 
This month we had our AGM and, in time-honoured tradition, we sat at tables, 
wine and nibbles to hand. Before the official business, we heard details about 
Walk and Talk – the increasingly popular monthly walk researched and led by 
Cathy Dowlen.  We were reminded about the successful MacMillan coffee 
morning,  skittles and National Theatre plays streamed at Anne Ilsley’s home. 

Some have also gone on ballet or theatre trips, arranged by Anne Tottingham.  
Jan Billinge then led a discussion on the two resolutions to be voted on at the National 
level: 

• Accessibility of public toilet facilities to promote dignity, health and social inclusion. 
• Action on Women’s Homelessness. 

After a short quiz and exchange of views, we voted for both if we approved of them.  Anne 
Tottingham will be our delegate at the national assembly, and has our approval to vote for 
one on the day, taking our views into account.  Democracy in action! 
We then moved on to the AGM. 
Secretary Helen O’Donoghue reviewed the year on behalf of the committee. Last year’s 
meetings covered a range of subjects, some rural – local farming, grand gardens. Two of our 
members have particular talents: Anne Johns, as a writer, introduced us to  Thomas Hardy’s 
sisters training as teachers in Salisbury, where Anne had trained: Diane Vose, described her  
life as a press photographer, illustrated with superb  photographs. In complete contrast, we 
learned from the Wiltshire Waste team about what happens to our rubbish, and ate 
delicious chocolate made by an artisan chocolate maker. We also had two parties.  

mailto:contact@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
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President Anne Tottingham thanked the committee for their support during a year which 
she found challenging and rewarding. She is always prepared to try out new things and 
follow members’ suggestions,  The WI is the largest women’s group in the country, and our 
own branch is growing, with four new members this year.  Anne encouraged all members to 
help out with various jobs to support the committee.  
The new committee was then elected and, following a secret ballot, Anne was re-elected as 
President. 
At next month’s meeting, the speaker will be from the RNLI. 

Walk & Talk 

There will be 2 Walk & Talk events in June. We are trying out an evening walk on 10th June 
starting at the Three Daggers at 7pm, as well as the usual daytime walk on 24th June starting 
in Coulston (location to be arranged) at 10am. See the Noticeboard at the end of the 
newsletter for more details of these events. 

Edington & District Gardening Club Report 
Following our AGM on May 7th, Katherine Crouch was warmly welcomed, a 
very last-minute replacement speaker. Her talk was to be on grasses, 
however the Parish Hall Wi-Fi was not playing ball, so Katherine decided to 
hold a question-and-answer session instead. 

Her years of experience and vast knowledge made it a very enjoyable evening with many 
members joining in with lots of questions and notes taken. Anything from favourite shrubs, 
summer bedding, mulch, hedgehogs, garden centres ‘eye candy’, coppicing, 
underplanting, fruit, rhubarb, and of course grasses. The list goes on! 
Programmes will be available for collection at the meeting on June 4th. Our speaker at that 
meeting will be Lyn Miles who will be giving a talk on ‘Westcroft through the year’; doors 
open at 7pm for refreshments and a natter. 
We welcome visitors to our meetings, so do come along; look out for the posters 
advertising the speaker, or check out the web page.  
We are looking forward to our summer visits; Holme Gardens, Kettle Farm and 
Athelhampton House, and the village allotments.  
It will be the 20th Flower & Produce Show in September, Saturday 5th, so pick up a 
schedule from Pauline or print one from the Edington Village web page. 
Happy gardening, 
Jacky Hiscock 

Edington Arts 
The Jess Gillam Trio, with Zeynep Özsuca and Sam Becker will 
perform on Saturday 20th June at 7.30pm at Edington Priory Church. 
Tickets from £11-25, 18 and under FREE. See the poster on the 
Noticeboard at the end of the newsletter for more information. 

You can choose your seats, book and pay for your tickets through the Edington Arts 
website, www.edingtonarts.org/whats-on, or by phone on 01380 831256.  We’re 
anticipating strong demand, so don’t delay! 

http://www.edingtonarts.org/whats-on
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Keevil School 
Wow! What a weekend we had at the Keevil School Scarecrow Trail. Thank you to everyone 
who came along to the event. We were delighted to welcome visitors from far and wide on 
both days, despite it being a little damp on the Saturday afternoon. Huge thanks to the 
FoKS crew and the army of helpers who kept the event running smoothly. And of course, to 
our wonderful team of scarecrow builders – many thanks! You are all brilliant. 
Have a look on our social media pages for photos, details of our 
generous sponsors, and the all-important answers. (Pictured is Amy 
Mutton, our candy floss queen with her scarecrow – Radiohead 
which was Number 8). If you would like to get involved with the 
event next year, please email cjoram21@hotmail.co.uk.  
Congratulations to our Year 6 pupils who completed their SATS 
before half term. You all did a brilliant job! And well done to our 
Year 4s who spent 2 nights on their residential trip to Brecon 
Beacons Danywenallt. They had an amazing time getting up to all 
sorts of adventures. A special thank you to the staff who go above 
and beyond to make these residential trips happen.  
Our attention now turns to our annual Sports Day, the Spitfire class performance, the KS1 
Dance Festival in Bath, and welcoming our new reception children and their families to our 
community. Term 6 is going to be busy!  
Caroline Noonan, FoKS Chair 

Village Volunteers 
Seven members of the Edington Village Volunteer Group met on the 
20th May in blustery conditions to tackle this month's tasks. We 
focussed on the area around the church car park, Monastery Road, 
Ralph's Seat and the Coal Path - clearing, strimming, weeding, mowing 
and shovelling activities predominated, and we managed to achieve a 
great deal in a relatively short period of time adding a large pile to the 
collective compost heap. 

Highlight of the session was, as always, the cake provided by Jan Richardson - this month's 
cake of the day was a deliciously-moist chocolate cake, which was greatly appreciated by 
all. 
A guest appearance was made by benefice rector Katey, who happened to be passing and 
was press-ganged into taking the group photo. 
The group meets for a couple of hours at 9:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each month 
to carry out maintenance and improvement works around the village. We always welcome 
new members - we're a very friendly bunch and there's usually cake.  
If you would like to join us for any month's activity, please drop a note to 
john.richardson32@outlook.com, who will be pleased to give details of our sessions. 
We will next be meeting at 9.30 a.m. on the 17th June. 

mailto:cjoram21@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:john.richardson32@outlook.com
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Erlestoke & Coulston Cricket Club - The View from the Boundary  
The Erlestoke cricket season is well underway. It’s been great to get outside 
and play in some May sunshine and we’ve had some fantastic adult games so 
far that have gone right down to the wire.  
Our juniors have started off well with nearly 50 youngsters attending our 
Monday evening sessions between 5-6pm, with lots of new and old faces 

enjoying an hour’s session for U5-U13.  
It’s never too late to get involved so please get in touch if you’d like to play some cricket this 
year for us or if your child might be interested in joining. Equally, if you’re just keen to come 
along and support the club, every Saturday we will have plenty of home games at The 
Walled Garden for you to come and enjoy. If you’d like to support us in completing the New 
Pavilion then please follow one of the links to help us get that bit closer to finishing the job.  
https://www.toyotagoodforcricket.co.uk/support/erlestoke--coulston-cc-sn10 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/eccc 
We know there are many people who would like to be able to support our village cricket 
club in some way, but who don’t want to formally join as playing members. So why not 
become a Friend of the Club? To become a Friend, we ask for a £30 donation to Club Funds 
(continuing our fundraising to improve the ground and facilities). 
As a Friend you are most welcome to then use our car park when you visit 
and we will give you a permit to put on display in your windscreen if you’ve 
come up by car. Please scan the QR code to become a Friend of the Club. 
Joe Dorgan, Chairman ECCC, 07846 213702 

AVR Wiltshire Half Marathon 
On behalf of Avon Valley Runners, we wanted to provide you with advanced notice for this 
year’s AVR Wiltshire Half Marathon, taking place on Sunday 29th November 2026.  
This will be the 14th year of the event, which raises vital funds for the Wiltshire and Bath Air 
Ambulance, and we’re really looking forward to providing another fantastic day for runners 
in the local area.   
The race will start at 11:00am from Station Yard in Edington, with runners passing through 
Steeple Ashton and Keevil before finishing back at Station Yard. Participants are expected to 
begin arriving from around 9:30am, with the final runners finishing at about 2:00pm. All 
course signage will be cleared by 4:00pm. 
As in previous years, there may be some minor disruption while participants are parking 
and the race is in progress. We are committed to keeping this to an absolute minimum and 
will have marshals in place to help ensure everything runs smoothly and safely. 
In the lead-up to the event, around two weeks in advance, we will also be placing signage 
along the route, which will include key details and contact information. See the poster in the 
Noticeboard section at the end of the newsletter for more information. 

https://www.toyotagoodforcricket.co.uk/support/erlestoke--coulston-cc-sn10
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/eccc
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Memories of John Wragg RA by Richard Spicer FRCS 
I knew John for over 50 years and he was one of my closest friends.  
It is surprising how many Devizes residents do not know about John. I write this as a friend 
rather than an expert on art or art history. His many achievements, accolades and 
exhibitions here and abroad are well documented on the internet. He was principally a 
sculptor initially, but always a painter as well. 
More people seem to know about David Inshaw than know of John. The two are Devizes’s 
outstanding artists. Perhaps it is because John was shy. They were rivals but got on 
reasonably well until 1991 when John was elected Royal Academician; after that Inshaw 
became antagonistic, presumably because he resented the fact that he was never a RA. 
John was a Yorkshireman, training at the York School of Art and later in London; he never 
lost his Yorkshire accent but he was very happy to have made Devizes his home. He taught 
at Chelsea School of Art (where one of my sons later studied) from 1961 to 1990 and was 
much liked by his students. I was a student in London in the 1960s and I often wonder if my 
life might have been different if I had moved in his circles in those days. As it is we did not 
meet until the early 1970s when both our marriages were disintegrating; the search for 
female affection was an immediate bond and involved some fun times, but we immediately 
found many other mutual interests which cemented our friendship until his death. He was 
very happy to drive to Chelsea in a succession of increasingly powerful cars as his work sold 
for increasingly large sums. I was also a petrolhead. 
I had a nomadic career with spells in the North of England and two different years working 
abroad, but we always kept in touch. It was a great moment for us both when, around the 
time he was awarded his RA I moved from a consultant job in Leeds to one in Bristol so it 
was easier to travel to Devizes more often; Jane and I could stay at her parents’ house and 
we could spend the evening together. His house and studio was staggering distance from 
the Bear so that was a usual haunt. After I retired we moved even closer to Devizes and I saw 
him most weeks. Sometimes we had lunch in a restaurant where the waitress was very 
friendly and allowed my dog to be with us. 
I think John spoke more than I did. We never ran out of topics and we covered women, 
philosophy, dogs, cars, literature, wildlife, guns, and back to women. The one subject we 
tended to avoid was Art - if I had been to an exhibition and wished to discuss a particular 
artist or painting his response was always the same, ‘Shut up, you know bugger all about art’ 
– and that was it. In all other subjects he was interested in my views. He was however happy 
to tell me about artists he had known personally such as David Hockney and Alberto 
Giacometti. He did once permit me to discuss the diaries of Delacroix; I think he admired 
me for reading them as he had not. 
John photographed every painting he did and gave me a photo. I have an extensive 
collection of these; some are framed and on walls along with the few original paintings we 
have, and one sculpture. 
The eventual love of John’s life was Deborah McCabe (Debs), a successful sculptor. They 
had happy years together and she tolerated our nonsense. Sadly she died too early of a 
rare cancer in 2005. He never got over losing Debs and after she died he never did another 
sculpture. He had no shortage of girlfriends but no one ever came near being the soulmate 
Debs had been. John and I used to walk together on the hills above Devizes. John saw me 
through the lives of four spaniels (for some reason he called them all Ben). There is a remote 
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spot up there where we scattered Debs’ ashes. Fifteen years later his son Julian and I took 
his ashes to join hers, accompanied by the latest Ben (actually Digby). 
John had some health problems in later life and as a typical Yorkshireman he had strong 
views on each illness and was very suspicious of his doctors, however I was flattered that he 
did value my opinion on medical matters. On two occasions he ordered me to accompany 
him to consultations with his GP. I acted as referee between the opinionated Yorkshireman 
and his bemused doctor. On one occasion he was admitted to hospital for an operation and 
it was agreed that he would come and stay with us for a few days after discharge as he lived 
on his own. The day of his discharge was a Sunday. John and I had been on jovial terms with 
the nurses but on that day there was a grumpy and obstructive nurse in charge who said he 
had to stay until a discharge summary had been written and a decision made regarding 
removal of his drain. By lunch time we had lost patience and when nurse Grumpy was 
otherwise occupied we absconded, scampering down the hospital corridors, John holding 
his drainage bag and I carrying his suitcase, both of us giggling like naughty schoolboys. I 
removed his drain the next day and he went home a few days later. 
John had a stroke in the early days of Covid lockdown. He was admitted to hospital and 
recovered to a point where he was allowed to be discharged on condition that he came to 
live with us until he was fully recovered. The next morning the hospital rang to say that he 
had had a further stroke and died. We were two of the few allowed inside at his funeral but 
there was quite a large crowd outside. I had limited opportunity to speak to any of them. 
I still feel every time I drive to Devizes that I should be seeing him. His house and studio are 
still there, the studio left just as it was the day he had his stroke, an unfinished painting on 
his easel. 
John’s work went through many phases, latterly becoming increasingly dark - a hunched 
figure walking off into a gloom, but his demeanour did not change during this phase. I 
suppose he had some premonition, but it was unexpressed. I still miss him a lot and regret 
that due to Covid there has been no fitting memorial.
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Noticeboard
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