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What’s on in September 

• Thursday 3rd 
- Devizes shopping trip 
- Westbury shopping trip 
- Gardening Club meeting 

7pm, Parish Hall 
• Tuesday 8th 

- WI meeting 
7.30pm, Parish Hall 

• Wednesday 9th 
- Village lunch 

12.30pm, Parish Hall 
• Thursday 10th 

- Westbury shopping trip 
• Saturday 12th  

- Salisbury shopping trip 
• Monday 14th 

- Parish Council meeting 
7.30pm, Parish Hall 

• Tuesday 15th 
- Warminster shopping trip 

• Wednesday 16th 
- Village Volunteers 

9.30pm, Parish Hall 
• Thursday 17th 

- Westbury shopping trip 
• Wednesday 23rd 

- Walk & Talk 
10am, Church Car Park 

- Tea & Cake drop-in 
2.30pm-4pm, Priory 
Church 

• Thursday 24th 
- Westbury shopping trip 

EDINGTON VILLAGE NEWS 
What’s on | Notices | Parish Council & Other News | Village Event Reports | Noticeboard

YES - I want to sing 
Announcing – Young Edington Singers - a 
new children’s choir based at Edington 
Priory Church and meeting every Thursday 
from 6-7pm, starting on 17th September. 
This is an opportunity for children to learn 
music, to make friends and to have fun 
singing together.   Not only will the children 
learn musical skills, but they will also learn to work together 
as a team and gain confidence in public performance. 
I know how much enjoyment singing in choirs can bring.   I 
joined a local children’s choir when I was 7, and then joined 
a church choir when I was 8.  These were the starting-points 
for a life-long love of singing. which has seen me 
participate in over 30 recordings, travel to Europe, America 
and even China on singing tours and perform in many of 
the most famous concert-halls in the world. 
Choirs are not just about singing, they also bring a social 
life.   Many of the friends I have today I met through 
singing.   Three weeks ago, I was watching cricket with a 
friend who used to sing with me in a 6-man group.   This 
week I have been invited to a reunion lunch for a central 
London choir I sang with through the 1980s.   Tonight I will 
be singing and socialising with members of the Edington 
Priory Church Choir.   The bond between singers in a choir 
is strong and lasting. 
What is so enjoyable about singing in a group?   Is it the 
sense of personal responsibility and contribution?   Is it the 
feeling that each individual is valued and important?   Is it 
the sense of working as a team to achieve a common 
purpose?   Is it the striving after improvement and towards 
perfection?   Is it the thrill of performing?   It’s all of these 
things and more. 
Why not give your child or grand-child the opportunity to 
be part of something which could bring them life-long 
enjoyment? What’s more - it’s all free. 
Andrew King, YES - Young Edington Singers - 07941 
887703. www.edingtonpriory.church. 

Email webmaster@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk, use the online form or contact Pauline at the Post Office (or 
on 01380 830013) to submit notices or news. 

mailto:webmaster@edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/content-request-form/
http://www.edingtonpriory.church
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• Saturday 26th 
- Macmillan Coffee Morning 

10am, Parish Hall 
- Market Lavington Tea Dance 

2-5pm, Community Hall 

Weekly events 

• Monday 
Tai Chi - 8.15am - Playfield 
behind the Three Daggers 
Tai Chi - 11am - Parish Hall 

• Tuesday 
Let’s move dance fitness - 
10am - Parish Hall 
Coffee morning drop-in - 
10.30am - Three Daggers 
Bell ringing practice - 7pm - 
Priory Church 

• Wednesday 
Tai Chi - 8.15am - Playfield 
behind the Three Daggers 

• Thursday 
Young Edington Singers - 
6pm - Priory Church 
Church Choir Practice - 7pm 
- Priory Church 

• Friday 

Three Villages Minibus (TVM) 
Shopping Trips Schedule 

Shopping trips are open to all 
residents of our villages; we 
welcome  everyone, of any age. 
We will pick you up and return you 
to your door. 

Shopping Trips start at Edington 
All these journeys accept concessionary passes  

To book a seat contact Joy Fraser (01380 830426) 

The TVM is also available for villagers / groups to hire. 
Book through Pauline at the Post Office (or 01380 
830013), or use the website booking form here. 

Parish Council emails 
We’re unfortunately still having 
problems with our new Parish 
Council email accounts. The 
problem with spam filtering is still 
causing them to be blocked. Our website developers are 
working on the problem but, in the meantime, please use 
t h e t e m p o r a r y e m a i l a c c o u n t o f 
parishcouncil.edington@outlook.com to get in touch, or 
you can use the ‘contact us’ link on the website to send 
messages that way. Our apologies if we’ve missed any 
emails in the last few months but the solution is out of 
our hands at the moment. 
Requests for website notices (and material for this 
newsletter) can be submitted using this online form or 
also the temporary parish council email account above. 
The new village website has been live now for a couple 
of months. Still a work in progress in some areas, the 
main elements are now in place. It’s at this link: 

www.edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Destination Date Start time

Devizes (£3.20) Thursday 3rd September 9.00 am

Warminster (£2.80) Tuesday 15th September 1.25 pm

Westbury (£2.30) Every Thursday 1.20 pm

Salisbury (£5.00) Saturday 12th September 9.30 am

Coffee Morning Drop-in 
Every Tuesday in the Three Daggers 
Pub, 10.30-1130 am. Transport can 
be arranged by calling Pauline 
(01380 830013) or Joy (01380 
830426) 

Notices & Forthcoming Events 
Village Lunch 
The next monthly meal will be a 
lunch on Wednesday 9th September 
at 12.30pm at the Parish Hall for £10 
in aid of the Parish Hall.  The TVM can 
do door-to-door pick-ups and drop-
offs. Please book your place and any 
pick-ups with Pauline at the Post 
Office or on 01380 830013 by Friday 
4th September. 

https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/tvm-contact-form/
mailto:parishcouncil.edington@outlook.com
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/contact-us/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/content-request-form/
http://www.edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Speed Indicator Device (SID) data 
Speed Indicator Device (SID) data for July 2026 is now 
available to view here. Our 2 devices were positioned 
one at the eastern end of the B3098 and one on Lower 
Road. Maximum speed recorded at the eastern end of 
the B3098 was 60.1mph (30mph limit). Maximum speed 
recorded at Lower Road was 55.7mph (20mph limit). 

Full-Fibre Broadband is coming! 
Wessex Internet briefed the Parish Council on 10th 
August about their plans to bring full-fibre broadband to 
the village in Spring 2027 as part of the Government’s 
Project Gigabit that is funding rural ultrafast connectivity. 
Installation costs are covered by Government funding, 
with users only having to pay a connection fee and the 
subsequent broadband package charge. Look out for 
Wessex Internet coming to the village to give a briefing 
because if you attend this meeting and register your 
interest then the connection fee is waived. Broadband 
packages will vary in cost as shown in the material below. 

Got something to say or 
announce? 
Use this space to give your feedback, 
thoughts or views on village matters 
or newsletter content. Send your 
thoughts or requests using this link 
or to the temporary Parish Council 
email account: 
parishcouncil.edington@outlook.com

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Edington and Tinhead W.I. will be 
hosting this year’s Macmillan Coffee 
morning on Saturday September 
26th at the Parish Hall from 
10.00-12.00 and we hope to see 
many of our friends and neighbours 
on the day. The last two years you 
have raised around £500 for a cause 
that touches so many of us and it 
would be great to repeat or even 
exceed that total. We know not 
everyone will be able to join us on 
the day and if this is you but you 
would like to support the cause, 
donations can be made using the QR 
code displayed in the Post Office 
nearer to the date; or even cash! 

Letters & Comments 

Tea & Cake Drop-in 
Every 4th Wednesday in the Priory 
Church, 2.30pm-4pm, £2. Starting 
Wednesday 23rd September. Please 
drop by and enjoy a chat and share 
tea and cakes, dogs welcome too. 
John Swain will be tickling the ivories 
for our enjoyment. 
Pauline, Chloe and Rachel

https://www.wessexinternet.com
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/content-request-form/
mailto:parishcouncil.edington@outlook.com
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/speed-indicator-devices/
https://www.wessexinternet.com


Issue 73 September 2026

4

Parish Council News 
The Parish Council met on 10th August to discuss routine parish business and review our 
governance documents in relation to their correctness, accuracy and relevance to the work 
of a local council. The Governance documents are available to view on the village website at 
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-regulations-codes-of-conduct/. 

Casual Vacancy 

There is still a casual vacancy on the Parish Council and we ask anyone who is interested in 
filling the vacancy to contact our Chair, Emily Greening, on 07910 228383, through the 
‘contact us’ link, or via our temporary email account parishcouncil.edington@outlook.com. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

The draft Neighbourhood Plan is still open for comments prior to a final redrafting and 
submission to Wiltshire Council for formal consultation. The revised plan can be found on 
the website here, as can a form for any comments you want to submit here. Please do take 
the opportunity to have your say about the plan and future development in the village. 

Playfield 

Wiltshire Council have approved the playfield land swap planning application by The Three 
Daggers and we expect work to commence towards the end of August. The playfield will be 
out of action whilst equipment is moved and associated works are completed. We hope to 
instal new equipment to replace previously broken equipment at the same time. 

Highway Matters / Footpaths / LHFIG 

Crossroads Farm Junction - the Parish Council have reiterated their view to Wiltshire 
Council that the plan to improve junction visibility by relocating one of the hedges will 
not be sufficient and that we still think that the GIVE WAY signs on the joining roads to 
the main Edington-West Ashton road should be replaced by STOP signs. Wiltshire 
Council have declined to change their mind and so we will have to see whether their 
plan makes any material difference to junction safety once enacted before we try again in 
future. 
B3098 Safety - We are in the process of drafting a note to Wiltshire Council outlining the 
views of the village about B3098 safety. This B3098 strategy document will be reviewed 
by the Parish Council at the September meeting before then being presented to 
Wiltshire Council for their consideration. The outcome of the July 2026 B3098 survey can 
be found on the village website at https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2026/08/B3098-Traffic-Survey-Questionnaire-Analysis-final.pdf, and the 
strategy document will also be posted on the website once finalised. 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 14th September in the 
Parish Hall. The public are welcome to attend meetings. Parish Council meeting Agendas 
and Minutes can be accessed at this link https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-
council-meetings/. 

https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-regulations-codes-of-conduct/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/contact-us/
mailto:parishcouncil.edington@outlook.com
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/ENP-Draft-Revision-5-14-Apr-2026.pdf
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan-consultation-comments-form/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/B3098-Traffic-Survey-Questionnaire-Analysis-final.pdf
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/B3098-Traffic-Survey-Questionnaire-Analysis-final.pdf
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-meetings/
https://edingtonwiltsparishcouncil.gov.uk/parish-council-meetings/
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 
The WI will be hosting this year’s Macmillan Coffee Morning on 
Saturday September 26th at the Parish Hall from 10.00-12.00. 
The last 2 years you raised around £500 for a cause that 
touches so many of us and it would be great to repeat or even exceed that. We know not 
everyone can join us on the day but if you would like to support the cause, donations can 
be made using the QR code in the Post Office nearer to the date; or even cash! 

Priory Church Choir 
This Summer has been trying for all of us and our beautiful church has 
suffered with the heat as well. The church has absorbed the heat so 
much that everyone has found it difficult to keep cool, as well as having 
to wear the extra layers of the chorister smocks to add to the Choir’s 
discomfort. 

In our rehearsals and our different performances, mostly we sing accompanied by our 
splendid church organ, but we do also sing ‘a capella’, which gives a beautiful pure sound. 
Then occasionally our organist is on holiday and so by necessity we practice to a download 
of the accompaniment. We’re always aiming for accurate timing, but with recorded music 
we must work harder to keep up! 
At the wedding of Oscar & Chloe on August 15th, we sang "Give me oil in my lamp", "One 
more step along the world I go" and Howard Goodall's arrangement of "Love Divine" as the 
signing of the register took place; but the piece that brought the most joy was 'My 
Lighthouse’. We had to rehearse and perform this piece on the day, working with the 
recorded music (which is a very different experience from working with our organist). It was 
such a lively piece, uplifted further with the bride, groom, Reverend Katey and some of the 
congregation doing the actions as they sang to this joyful song. 
We have had the opportunity to sing some beautiful pieces this year, and the wedding on 
Saturday was followed by our choir showing our wide and ranging skills at the service on 
Sunday morning with the Magnificat. If you enjoy singing, why not give us a try? Ring me on 
07941 887703. 
 Andrew King - Choir Master 

WI Report 
As you can see from the picture on the next page, we had a most enjoyable 
evening with Debs Marrison! Her journey into millinery began in 2011. Having 
been made redundant by Virgin Media, Debs used her redundancy money, 
and her untapped creative talents, to retrain as a Milliner. She has operated 
from her workshop on Paxcroft Farm for the last 12 years; honing her craft and 

building up her client base. 
The distinctive feature of Marrison Millinery is the unique combination of artistic perspective 
and craftsmanship. Debs offers a bespoke service which matches the hat to the person and 
to the occasion. The finished product can be bought or hired. In the picture we are wearing 
a selection of the hats available for hire, which can themselves be modified for the next 
client. 
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We had a lovely evening; informative and entertaining. Debs wasn't selling a product, she 
was sharing a passion.  

Other events to look forward to: 
Next meeting 

Our next WI meeting on 8th September at 7.30pm at the Parish hall in Edington when 
Sarah Hooten will talk about Hermitage Herbals, ‘Old remedies for todays’ world’ 

Walk & Talk 
Open to Members and friends/neighbours. We meet on the 4th Wednesday/month 
(usually a 2 hour round walk) - time and location to be arranged.  

Skittles 
We have made it to the Skittles semi-finals on 1st September at Melksham Conservative 
Club. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
At 10:00 on Saturday, 26th September in the Parish Hall we will join groups across the 
country to eat cake, drink coffee and raise money for those living with cancer. All 
welcome. Our local MP, Andrew Murrison, will be in attendance. 

Craft Workshop 
At 10:00 on Saturday, 28th November there will be a crafting workshop in the Village 
Hall. Theme to be decided. Ideas and support welcomed.  

For more information contact Anne: 07905748359 
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Edington & District Gardening Club Report 
A lovely summer’s evening saw 24 members and 4 guests enjoying the 
chatter and inspection of the allotments! Despite the extreme weather, 
produce was there finding a way to cope, very impressive. A few more water 
butts about I fancy! 

It was nice to see Carol Mussell and Helen (the landlords), and Lisa and Jason Parmley the 
sponsor for the roadside tubs, who had all been invited. Thanks go to the allotmenteers for 
their invite, especially Malcolm for providing the table (of course it was a door!), and for 
opening for us. 
The delicious food was brought along by members and Suzanne sorted the drinks! Thank 
you all. 
This seems to be a popular and enjoyable event and appreciated by members. 
September 3rd will see ‘The EDGC Alternative Flower & Produce Show’ - entries just from 
members in the Hall. Let’s see what we managed to grow during this long hot summer!  
There will be a fun quiz and refreshments, and lots of discussion and questions. 
If you would like to come along to any of the meetings and see what we do, check out the 
village web page. Visitors are always welcome. 
Jacky Hiscock 

Tea & Cake Drop-in 
Starting Wednesday 23rd September, we are having a tea and cake drop-in at the Priory 
Church, 2.30pm-4pm, £2. Please drop by and enjoy a chat and share tea and cakes, dogs 
welcome too. John Swain will be tickling the ivories for our enjoyment. We will be there 
every 4th Wednesday throughout the autumn and winter. Come and enjoy a chat and 
friendly company in this very special space – all very informal, drop by for ten minutes or 
stay an hour and a half. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Pauline, Chloe and Rachel  

Elestoke & Coulston Cricket Club - The View from the Boundary 
It has been a very disappointing season for the club. Whilst the Second XI have 
settled into League 10 and are currently mid-table, the Firsts have struggled 
every week to even get 11 on the field. They are now looking at relegation to 
Division 3 and ready to go again next year. Ah well, it’s only a game, as no 
Premier League manager has ever said. 

On the plus side the glazing for the new pavilion has been ordered and will be installed 
before the autumn, and the ground should make a good recovery as soon as we get some 
rain. 
The club is always looking for new players, young or old, and keep an eye out for notices 
about our winter nets. 
There will again be fireworks in early November, by which time our groundsman will have 
re-sown the square and it will be covered in lush green grass! 
Joe Dorgan, Chairman 
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Playfield Works 
The Three Daggers pub has been granted planning permission to build their new car park 
and the associated works. They hope to start erecting tree guards in the field commencing 
Monday 14th September 2026. The playfield and permissive path to the north will then close 
on Friday 18th September 2026 so that machinery can be brought on site over the weekend 
ready to begin the works in earnest on 21st September 2026. 
Duration of the works and the length of closure of the playfield and permissive path are at 
present unknown, and will no doubt depend on weather and other construction factors. It is 
expected to be a few weeks at least before the playfield equipment has been fully 
relocated, recommissioned and the facility can reopen. We will keep you updated as and 
when more information becomes available. 

People’s Emergency Briefing screening - West Lavington 
Thursday 17th September at 6.30pm, All Saint’s Church 
This is a film about the climate and nature crisis featuring Chris Packham, Deborah Meaden, 
and others. 
Brothers Simon and Nick Oldridge, who are climate funders 
and communicators with a background in business, started 
this initiative by inviting 12,000 politicians and leaders from 
business to a briefing in Westminster. From that briefing came 
the impetus to hold these smaller briefings to inform the 
general public of the current situation and to press for a 
national televised emergency briefing. 
Their aims are to: 

o   enable informed discussion on the crisis 
o   enable society to respond to the climate and nature crisis at the speed required 
o   work together towards solutions 
o   reach a societal tipping point towards genuine emergency action and a better future 

You can only see this film at in-person screenings – not online.  After the screening there is a 
facilitated discussion to help everyone air their views on what they have seen and what they 
would like to see happen next. 
This briefing at All Saints’ church is open to all. It comes from a scientific background, not 
from a faith background.   
This film has hard facts but points towards hopeful solutions. There is no faith presentation 
in this screening. 
Drinks and nibbles provided. 
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Obituary - Richard Dudley Spicer FRCS 

A former Devizes GP who later became a leading paediatric surgeon died recently at his 
home in Edington. 
In the 10 short years he lived in Edington, Richard Spicer very quickly became a key part of 
our community – he was the epitome of what it means to belong to a village community, he 
took part in everything he possibly could - and whatever he did, he did it with warmth, 
endless enthusiasm and an underlying sense of fun. 
Richard made friends easily – and was as easy to make friends with. He moved effortlessly 
across the age groups and political and social boundaries of our village community. His 
easy smile and gentle – often self-deprecating – manner brought him friends from all walks 
of life, 
He was always happy to share the benefit of his extensive knowledge and enthusiasm, 
often helping people understand complex medical reports, or responding to health-related 
questions – but he was equally happy to be part of the pub quiz team, dancing youngsters 
to a standstill at the May Ball or adding intellectual depth to many, meaningless, Friday-
night pub conversations. 
Richard was educated at Epsom College, Surrey and later at Guy's Hospital Medical School. 
He initially became a GP in Devizes but, as his former colleague and long-time friend, Prof. 
Andy Wolf, explained, his interest lay in surgery and he retrained ultimately as a paediatric 
surgeon in the UK and South Africa. 
Once trained he went to Oman to set up a paediatric surgical service there before taking 
up a consultant post in Leeds.   However, a few years later, drawn by an emerging world 
class team of paediatric oncologists, pathologists and pioneering clinicians, Richard moved 
to Bristol to further enhance the critical mass needed to deliver optimum outcomes in the 
treatment of childhood cancers. 
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He continued to work as a paediatric surgeon specialising in management of childhood 
cancer and expanding the horizons of the service through research and development until 
his retirement. 
He was Consultant Paediatric Surgeon, Bristol Royal hospital for Children between 
1992-2008; Senior Clinical Lecturer, University of Bristol; an Associate Director of Children's 
Services, Bristol between 1994-2006; a College Assessor and Examiner; a member of 
Children's Cancer and Leukaemia Group (CCLG) and founder of its surgical section; a 
founding member of the International Society of Paediatric Surgical Oncology (IPSO) and 
President of IPSO 2006-2008 and a member of the British Association of Paediatric 
Surgeons (BAPS) and Executive of BAPS 1994-1997. 
A Fellow of Royal Society of Medicine, Richard was also published in seven books covering 
neonatal surgery and paediatric oncology and was author of more than 80 papers on 
varied topics but principally Paediatric Oncology and research papers on gastrointestinal 
issues. 
In addition to his distinguished medical career, Richard had an insatiable thirst for 
knowledge and  a passion for the philosophy of the human condition plus a seemingly 
unquenchable desire to understand the world in which we live. As a young man Richard 
had an interest in language and would have, by choice, entered the Diplomatic Service. 
However, his father, a senior Army medic, decreed that medicine was to be his destiny. 
He never lost his love of the written word, so much so that when he retired from medicine 
he enrolled and graduated in a degree in creative writing and went on to publish both 
factual and philosophical works. 
He loved Edington, the hills around us, the village and its people and would frequently be 
seen walking his brown cocker spaniel, Digby, in the hills above the village. He loved 
cricket, sailing, classical singing, poetry, art and music and real ale - he also had a 
fascination with limericks which he would launch into at any given opportunity. 
He was a huge intellect and widely respected throughout the medical community but he 
was as at home discussing literature, politics and philosophy as he was quoting nonsense 
poetry and taking part in the, usually, meaningless discussions in the village pub. Above all, 
he loved taking part, engaging enthusiastically with the people and events going on 
around him.  
His funeral took place at West Wilts Crematorium on 28th July and was attended by well 
over 200 people as well as being live-streamed to others who were unable to attend. 
Richard Spicer was a much-loved man, he made us laugh, cheered us up, helped us 
understand – he was the knowledgeable medic, the man in the choir, the joke teller in the 
pub, the cricket expert, the limerick writer. He will be greatly missed. Richard leaves a wife, 
Jane, six children and six grandchildren.
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